Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Becton, Morgan Hazouri, White, Newby and Ferraro: 



RESOLUTION 2019-108
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING LIEUTENANT HENRY CARROW ON BEING NAMED THE JACKSONVILLE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT’S FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR FOR 2018; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD) Lieutenant Henry J. Carrow served 24 years in the United States Navy, retiring in 2008 with the rank of Chief. During his Navy career he served in helicopter squadrons and received awards and medals for participating in several airborne rescues, including pulling two persons from the ocean in incidents off the coasts of Puerto Rico and Jacksonville, and participating in the daring rescue of 72 persons airlifted from the roof of a burning hotel in San Juan, Puerto Rico in 1986; and


WHEREAS, Lieutenant Carrow has served with the JFRD for 22 years, rising from the rank of Firefighter to Lieutenant and serving on crews for Engine 1 (3 tours), Rescue 28, Crash Rescue 16, and currently Engine 2 on North Main Street. He is a state certified paramedic and a board certified airfield fire and rescue firefighter, and has been a first aid and CPR instructor; and


WHEREAS, during his JFRD career, Lieutenant Carrow was again recognized for his participation in dangerous rescues, including a unit commendation for a rescue from a vehicle driven into a pond and another for rescuing a victim from a house fire; and

WHEREAS, Henry Carrow is also heavily involved in community service. The father of three children has been a Little League coach and gymnastic and cheerleading assistant. He has dedicated countless hours to the Muscular Dystrophy Association’s “fill the boot” fundraising campaign each year, is a bell ringer for the Salvation Army’s kettle drive at Christmas time, and supports charities that assist children fighting cancer, including the St. Baldrick’s Foundation for childhood cancer research and The Caden Project; and

WHEREAS, in May of 2018, Lt. Carrow, while off-duty and enjoying a day at St. Augustine Beach, heard cries for help from beach-goers who spotted two swimmers in trouble in the surf. Lt. Carrow, without the aid of any flotation devices or lifesaving equipment, dove into the surf and managed to bring one of the boys safely to shore, for which selfless act he was recently named the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department’s Firefighter of the Year for 2018; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Lieutenant Henry J. Carrow on being named the JFRD’s Firefighter of the Year for 2018 in recognition of his daring rescue of a potential drowning victim, an event that is merely one in a long string of selfless acts of heroism on behalf of others. The City Council extends its thanks and congratulations to Lieutenant Carrow for his decades-long career of heroism in public service.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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